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MORNING BRIEFING
By CHRIS FOSTER
LOS ANGELES TIMES

It's Kentucky Derby day, and
everyone knows what that means.
People are going to gamble.

Of course, people are going
to gamble every day of the week
(twice on Sundays, if possible),
but today it's on the Derby. And
for that, you don’t have to be at
Churchill Downs wearing a ridicu-
lous hat, sipping a stiff mint julep
while slurring the words to a Ste-
phen Foster song that’s more than
150 years old.

With a click of the mouse you
can have the Derby, or rather Der-
by wagering, without getting off
the couch. On Bodog.com, you can
wager what will be the higher num-
ber ...

.. the length of victory at the
Derby or the number of Alex Ro-
driguez hits today in the New York
Yankees-Seattle Mariners game.
(Tip: It's May, not October; take
Rodriguez.)

the winner’s saddlecloth
number or the number of blocks
the Chicago Bulls’ Ben Wallace will
have against the Detroit Pistons
today. (Tip: Psst, hey Ben, Derby
post is 3:04 p.m. (Arizona time),
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your game starts at 4, call ya with
the number at 3:45.)

HERS HAS A TIARA

The other sport of the Derby is
the parade of hats.

Kirsten Johnson, owner of an
equine rehabilitation center out-
side Lexington, Ky, told the Colum-
bia News Service: “At the Derby, it
‘is all over the top. It's not a Sunday
bonnet.”

Johnson said she would wear
peacock feathers on her hat this
year.

Still, the best anyone can do this
year is place or show. Queen Eliza-
beth II, a professional hat wearer,
will be dropping by Churchill
Downs today.

THE KING AND I:

The Queen is scheduled to meet
Richard Petty, who is flying in for
the occasion at the special invita-
tion of Kentucky Governor Ernie
Fletcher.

Unfortunately, word is the
Queen’s NASCAR license has ex-
pired, meaning she won't be flying
back to Richmond (Va.) with Petty
to get behind the wheel in tonight's
Nextel Cup race, where Petty has
two cars entered. :
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you can bring Derby home

FROM THE HORSE'S MOUTH

Steve Asmussen, trainer of
Derby favorite Curlin, discussing
the intangibles of the race, told
Reuters: “The one thing we don’t
know is the one thing nobody

knows, ‘How are you going to run
going a mile-and-a-quarter with
150,000 people watching in a 20-
horse field?’

“Nobody knows that answer.
That’s what makes it the Derby.”

To paraphrase, a horse is a
horse, of course, of course ...

MAYBE TOM BRADY CAN HELP

Meanwhile, Curlin's jockey, Rob-
by Albarado, has sought the advice
of a childhood friend — Carolina
Panthers quarterback Jake Del-
homme.

“I asked Jake if it's possible to
be too confident,” Albarado said
this week.

“He said, ‘Absolutely not. If
you're not confident, you're not
successful.’ He should know.”

He should, but then Delhomme
didn't win his “big one.”

The Panthers lost Super Bowl
XXXVIIL
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